Using copyright-protected figures in a dissertation or habilitation
Figures from your own publications
You can reuse these if they have been published under a Creative Commons Open Access license or if the
Copyright Transfer Agreement with the publisher grants you the right to reuse the figures in other
publications. Since Copyright law is complex, you should check your author contract and contact the
publisher if in doubt.
Figures from publications that are not your own
Permission for reuse in a thesis is normally granted free of charge via a simple process:
Look up the article on the
publisher‘s website. At the
beginning or the end of the article
there is usually a link to „Rights and
Permissions“ or „Request
Permissions“
This link takes you to the RightsLink Copyright Clearance Center, where you need to select which kind of
publication you want to reuse the figure in, e.g. „reuse in a dissertation/thesis or habilitation“.

Once you have made your
selection, you are taken to
a menu asking further
details about the desired
reuse. The fees for each
are then indicated:

Next, you are required to register with RightsLink. After that, you will be asked to provide further details
about your planned dissertation, before an order is generated. At the end you will receive an e-mail with the
license to reuse. Please note that it is only valid for reuse in your dissertation/habilitation.
If the publisher does not provide an automatic system for obtaining permission, you can apply by e-mail,
e.g. using the following wording:
Dear <Name of the person responsible for copyright matters, or (if not apparent) the journal editor>
I am currently completing my doctoral/postdoctoral thesis at the Charité University Medicine, Berlin,
Germany and would hereby like to kindly request permission to reproduce Figure(s) <X,Y,Z> from the
following paper: <Autors, year, title, volume, page numbers/doi – or the respective information for a book
chapter>.
The title of my thesis is <Title>, <X> copies will be printed and it is standard practice of the Charité
University Medicine to make all dissertations/habilitations available online via their repository.
I would be grateful if you could confirm that you own the copyright to this article and let me know whether
<name of the publisher> grants permission to re-use material for dissertations/habilitations. If so, is there a fee
for re-use in this case?
Thank you very much for your assistance etc etc

