General Information

The 26th ESC at a glance
Lecture Series: “Science or Fiction - Imagine the Future of Medicine”
With this year’s lecture series, “Science or Fiction – Imagine the Future of Medicine”,
we want to explore the impact of scientific innovation, get to know the potential
applications in medicine and strive for the cutting-edge of research. At the same time,
by following the principle “from bench to bedside”, possible drawbacks, ethical impacts,
and realistic implementation strategies will be discussed.

Speakers
We have invited distinguished scientists and leading experts who will, through different
lectures, present their research in this wide field:
Prof. Ruha Benjamin (Princeton University)
Assistant Professor at Princeton University in the Department for African
American Studies whose scientific focus lies on the interdisciplinary
study of science, medicine and biotechnology, race-ethnicity and
gender, health and biopolitics.
Prof. Glenn Cohen (Harvard Law School)
Professor of Law at Harvard Law School and Director of the Petrie-Flom
Center for Health Law Policy, Biotechnology & Bioethics, whose work
focuses on the interface of Law, Medicine and Ethics.
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Prof. David Putrino (Cornell University NY / Burke Medical Research
Institute)
Assistant Professor at the Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Department of Weill Cornell Medical College and Director of Telemedicine
and Virtual Rehabilitation at Burke Medical Research Institute, who
conducts research on the establishment of innovative monitoring,
assessment and treatment systems.
Prof. Joris Slaets (University Medical Centre Groningen)
Professor for Geriatrics and Director of Leyden Academy on Vitality
and Ageing and Project Manager of the National Care for the Elderly
Programme in the Netherlands, who focuses in his scientific work on
themes like strength and frailty, needs and desires and demand patterns
of older people in a community.
Dr. Katherine Sleeman (King’s College London)
Holder of the first NIHR-funded Clinical Lectureship in Palliative Medicine in England and lecturer at Cicely Saunders Institute, King’s College
in London, whose work aims to improve the treatment and quality of
life of the dying.

Dr. Pedro Oliveira (Católica-Lisbon School of Business and Economics)
Associate Professor at the Católica-Lisbon School of Business and
Economics, Academic Director of the LisbonMBA and Associate Dean
for Research at the Católica-Lisbon School of Business and Economics.
He co-founded PPL Crowdfunding Portugal and founded Patient
Innovation, a nonprofit, multilingual and open platform that allows
patients and caregivers to show and share the innovative solutions.

Prof. Arno Villringer (Max Planck Institute Leipzig)
Director of the Max Planck Institute for Cognitive and Brain Sciences,
Leipzig, who provided decisive contributions to the development of
the blood-oxygen-level dependent signal in fMRI and who focusses
through combined approaches of measuring vascular and neuronal
related brain activity to the study of neural plasticity.

Dr. Oliver Peters (Charité - Universitätsmedizin Berlin)
Director of the Department of Geriatric Medicine in the Clinic for Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, who heads a vaccination study against Alzheimer
and works on the development of innovative diagnostic and therapeutic
strategies for cognitive disorders and neurodegenerative diseases.

Prof. Jörg Wissel (Vivantes Kliniken Krankenhaus Spandau und
Humboldt Krankenhaus)
Director of the Neurological Rehabilitation and Physical Therapy at
the Department Neurology. The clinical focus of Jörg Wissel´s work
lies on neurological rehabilitation in stroke, traumatic brain and spinal
cord injuries.
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